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Outline Of An Islamic Theory Of Development

The skeleton of our Islamic theory of development consists of seven elements , namely :-

1. Goals of development in Islam:

Food against hunger.

Security against fear.

2. Main Parameters of development

Function - Benefit - Beauty

Size - National experience - Extension in time and space 

3. Constraints of development 

 On individual level 

 On family level

 On societal level 

 On international level

 On environmental level

4. Spectrum of development

 Survival development


تنمية البقاء 
 Growth development



تنمية النماء
 Competitive development


تنمية السبق
5. Mechanisms of development 

 On  individual level 

 On societal level

 On governmental level 

6. Clash of developments or Clash of civilization

Need of protection there is a war waged against our direction in development 

7. Man power for the management of development 

 ( From  philosophy to field )

 Philosophers 

 Planners 

 System analyst and designers

 Educators 

 Trainers 

 Evaluators

1- Goals of development:

1. Feeding (from) hunger

2. Securing (from) fear.

The wording of the Quran for the goals carries inside it also the nature of the development to be designed, Feeding is not out of a state of pure indulgence into pleasure (taraf) but out of a state of hunger. Securing is not out of a state of complete unconsciousness (ghafla) but out of state of legitimate fear. It is a mirror replica of another Quranic law:

With every hardship comes ease. With every hardship comes ease.

Hence when you are freed (from distress) remain steadfast, and unto your sustainer turn with love. (i.e.) Fear and hunger represent the continuos hardship that man has to face and man has to release whatever stresses that keep him tensioned by the process of securing and feeding.








When you are relieved from whatever is stressing you, then restart toiling towards your God with love.

2- Main Parameters of development:

We measure the state of development by the following parameters:

	Function
	الوظيفية


	Beauty
	الجمالية

	Benefit
	النفعية

	Size
	الحجم

	National experience
	الخبرة الوطنية

	Extension in time and space
	الإمتداد الزمانى والمكانى

	Internal consistency
	التناسق الداخلى


3-Constraint of development:

(1) On the Individual Level:

Preservation of the humanity of man. Man is not a slave for development. Man should  be freed from all obstacles that stand in his way. He has to use his intellect to the maximum, guided with ethical values and driven by his creed.

(2) On the Family Level.

Maximization of family ties. Roles are function of the nature of every member in the family: Child - Women - Man

(3) On the Societal Level.

 Society should proceed in development by forming professional organizations.

 Innovation that leads to moral decadence should be deserted.

(4) On the International Level.

 The right of every nation to have its own identity in the kind of development it chooses. 

 Multiplicity of development models is a fact of life. Tendency of one model to dominate the whole earth should be rejected.

(5) On the Environment Level.

 Every technology that leads to pollution of our mother earth should be deserted. Our environment is not only for us, but it is also for the generations to come.

 Modern technology has proven to be disastrous to our environment. Something has to be done.

4- Spectrum of development:

Our theory is based on the concept of Multiple scale development. To start we might consider only three scales:

	Survival
	
	تنمية البقاء

	Growth
	
	تنمية النماء

	Competition
	
	تنمية السبق


Survival development:

 Local material

 Local experience

 Basically local marking.

 Highly tuned with environment

 Decentralized: no state interference.

 Requires simple infrastructure.

Ex: Dairy-Bread - Housing - Clothing - Vegetable drying- Meat - Food - Natural medicine - Water and farming - Transportation - Energy.

Growth development:

 Local material.

 Advanced experience based on modern science and technology.

 The use of science and technology needs a lot of research to develop new simple techniques instead of the old one as well as new products.

 Basically satisfying local market.

 Tuned with the environment.

 More complicated  infrastructure.

 More centralized.

Ex: Wood industry in Egypt.

Competition development

 Advanced science and technology and extensive *

 International materials.

 Foreign and local Know-How.

 Modern infrastructure.

 Centralization.

 International market and severe competition.

 Should be restricted to strategic areas according to priorities. That is to say we should not spend our allocated resources in this area on things that can be achieved by survival and growth development.

Ex: Aerospace industries, automotive industries

 Without R&D the depth of industries decreases with time. Even the depth of maintenance diminishes with time.

 In the fifties and sixties in Egypt the depth of industries in automotive industries used to be high, In the nineties it is less than it was in the forties.

5- Mechanisms of development :

(1) On  individual level :

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
Readiness to give out of what God has bestowed upon you .

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
This giving should always be controlled by God -conscience so that it will always be directed for the best purposes by the best means.

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
Man has to be patient  while not  waiting for the results of his giving . He should believe that God will reword him in this life and in the life to come. The fruits of  his good work can not be but a beautiful reword .

(2) On societal level :

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
society should structure itself into functional groups. Every group is to carry the burden of fulfilling certain need for the society.

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
In the old times it used to be the tribal structure. Today it will be essentially the professional structure.

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
Of course forming these structures will be contours of social similarity. In  absence of any societal structure, dictatorship and tyranny will be prevailing.

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
Of course these inner structures should all cooperate and live in harmony with minimum clashes. 

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
Unless we design a good structuring to our societies or a societal death will occur.

The Muslim society is urged to form two kinds of institutions :

(1)
Institutions for URGING people to see ways and means for feeding the  needy .مؤسسات الحض على إطعام المسكين 

(2)
Institution that offer ASSISTANCE to those who need assistnce.مؤسسات  الماعون
In surat AL-MA'UN (assistance) the whole concept is depicted clearly :

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
"Hast thou ever considered (the kind man) who gives the life to all moral law ?

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
Behold, it is this (kind of man) that thrusts the orphan away.

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
And feels no urge to feed the needy.

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
Woe, then unto those praying ones.

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
Whose hearts from their prayers are remote.

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
those who want to be seen and praised.

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
And, withal, deny all assistance (to their fellow men)

 Muslims translated the idea of (MA’UN) into a very powerful social institution, namely: the (WAQF) system.

- WAQF is basically a developmental tool that characterized our life, even in the lowest moment of our history.

- Most of our revolutionist governments shrunk the system of WAQF almost to a null.

- Muslims should device new methods to initiate what I call a developmental WAQF.

- One of the missing links in our present life is a WAQF institution for the promotion of innovations.

Preliminary structure of this institution was studied by the scientific committee in the Egyptian syndicate of Engineers, and the results of such studies are available.

(3) On governmental level :

The role of government in development should be concentrated on maximization of the freedom of the society to interact with its national environment in making its suitable living, controlled only by his creed, Sharee-ah and prevailing systems.

To translate this to definite directions we might say:

- The government should protect the national resources and all survival technologies that have been accumulated in our national heritage.

- The government should help forming different bodies of professionals working in different directions of development.

- The government should urge people to spend on preserving and promoting their education and training systems and it should build exemplary education systems.

- All the needed infrastructure should be planned and initiated by the government.

- Fostering certain technologies in its infancy is a duty of government.

- The legal system should not be a burden on development.

- International relations should consider the opening of markets to national products.

6- Clash of developments:

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
The big powers are trying to impose their ensemble of products over the globe .

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
Through a huge machinery of mass media they try to open markets.

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
They would allow releasing only parts of minor technologies just enough to keep the markets open.

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
They prevent the release of any strategic technology and allow only technologies that can replace survival and growth technologies.

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
What we can do is to increase the sectors depending on survival and growth development to the maximum.

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
In the same time restrict our competition development to the strategic industries mainly to aerospace technologies.

SYMBOL 45 \f "Symbol" \s 15 \h
I suggest the initiation of an organization to footer and develop innovation in the most advanced areas .

7- Man power for the management development:

(From philosophy to field)

There is a spectrum of men that have to participate in the development process.

- We start with philosophers to give us the goals and nature of development. In every development direction we must have an inner community that will give us what our creed and sharee-ah ask us to do. This is a quranic order. 

فلولا نفر من كل فرقة طائفة ليتفقهوا فى الدين ولينذروا قومهم إذا رجعوا إليهم لعلهم يحذرون))

- The philosophy will be turned into a plan by the planners.

- The plan will be converted into a system by the system designer and checked for good performance by the system analyst.

- To realize the system we need education and training systems. So we must have educators and trainers ( The idea of “elaf”).

- Finally we must always measure our performance and compare the output with the goals and evaluate the system and give the results back to the planners to devise a correction. So we need evaluators.
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